Pitfalls of diagnostic laparoscopy in abdominal tuberculosis.
Diagnostic laparoscopy currently is emerging as an important tool in the diagnostic armamentarium for abdominal tuberculosis (TB). However, the laparoscopic view may be deceiving even to the most experienced eyes, and it is not uncommon for TB to be diagnosed erroneously before the final histologic confirmation is received. A retrospective review of 20 diagnostic laparoscopies was conducted. The cases erroneously diagnosed at laparoscopy were collected and analyzed. Five cases (20%) were identified. For two patients, the laparoscopic findings were thought to be those of carcinomatosis, but histology showed TB. For the other three patients, TB was suspected laparoscopically, but the final diagnoses were carcinomatosis, spontaneous bacterial peritonitis, and panniculitis. Two patients died: one due to delayed diagnosis and treatment of abdominal TB and the other due to carcinomatosis. For a percentage of patients, the laparoscopic features of abdominal TB at diagnostic laparoscopy may be mistaken for other pathologies. Caution should be exercised before disclosure of the provisional diagnosis to the patient based on laparoscopy alone without histologic confirmation.